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The highest wages, those above $1,900, were paid in 6 industries, in all of which 
the proportion of skilled workers is high and the proportion of female workers is 
low. The automobile industry with $2,351 was the highest in this group, followed 
by shipbuilding and repairs with $2,036, bridge and structural steel $2,025, petroleum 
products $1,947, miscellaneous iron and steel products $1,946, and railway rolling-
stock $1,925. In 13 other industries average wages ranged between $1,600 and 
$1,900 in all of which the proportion of female workers was low. In 14 other industries 
average wages ranged between $1,100 and $1,600 while in the remaining 7 they were 
below $1,100. The latter group includes industries made up of a large number 
of small establishments and in which the proportion of female workers is high. 
Employment by sex and average annual earnings in the 40 leading industries is 
given in Table 24, and annual earnings by sex in Tables 27 and 28. 

24.—Salaries and Wages Paid in the Forty Leading Industries, 1943, with Comparative 
Figures of Average Salaries and Wages Paid in 1942 

NOTE.—Industries ranked according to the aggregate salaries and wages paid. For a subdivision of 
annual earnings of wage-earners, by sex, see Tables 27 and 38. 
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